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Dear Members,

On behalf of our Chairman, Richard Donaldson, | would like to welcome you to this season’s
newsletter, The Chum Bucket. Those of you who regularly frequent the club would have
seen some fantastic upgrades and changes both on the convenience, entertainment, as well
as fishing side.

| would like to welcome the incoming committee and based on the planned agenda items,
the club will certainly undergo considerable improvements in the upcoming months. The
fishing calendar is equally exciting with lots of prizes, entertainment and hopefully fish to be
caught.

Some noteworthy achievements thus far include a very busy and profitable venue, a
fantastic season of fishing including best Tuna Classic Results in many years, the upgrading
of the fish scaling area, upgrading of the jetties and huge increase in the popularity of our
in-house restaurant, Off the Hook, to name but a few.

This year we intend going on a renewed membership drive, as well as encouraging more
members, friends, family, etc to get involved in our activities and competitions. We still
have one of the most attractive venues in the Eastern Cape, overlooking our picturesque
habour. So join us in having a cold one and doing so in absolute safety and comfort.

Regards,

Trevor Villet

PRO - PE Deep Sea Angling Club
Mobile: 082 450 4453
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The Conservation Minded Club




Glub News

Fishing Report

As the warmer months are setting in, we also start seeing the return
migration of our prized Dusky Kob and Yellowtail. Some good catches of
Kob can be expected this season. The Kob breeding cycle appears to be normalising after it was
established that the Dusky Kob has now reverted to spawning in the Richard’s Bay Harbour Estuary after
being shut out from their traditional spawning grounds after the closure of the St. Lucia marine lake
system some years ago when authorities decided to close the mouth to the St. Lucia lakes. Dusky Kob
(Dagga Salmon) undertakes an annual spawning migration to the warmer waters of Natal during the
winter months as they follow the Sardine shoals up the coast for the annual Sardine run.

Port Elizabeth has enjoyed exceptional good catches of Stockfish over the last few months, with sporadic
good catched of Geelbek also being reported from time to time.

Miss Lucy, Red Roman and Daggerhead still appear to be abundant up and down our stretch of coast,
with some nice big Basterman ranging between 3-5kg being caught between St. Croix and Bird Island.
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We do appeal to all our anglers to fish responsibly and stick to prescribed bag limits when fish are biting
abundantly.

Club Restaurant

Off the Hook Restaurant is providing some very good value for money meals and other top quality meals
in one of the most beautiful settings in Port Elizabeth. We run some awesome pub and restaurant
specials on our Wednesday night club nights.

We urge our members to please support our club and make use of our excellent restaurant facilities.

'“ Off The Hook Seafood & Grill

Tue - Sun from 12:00
Bookings: [ 072462 2676




Annual General Meeting — Feedback

The new incoming committee announced no annual membership fee increases for a 6™ consecutive year.
This is attributed to our committee putting in a lot of work to attract the support of the public and the
advertising of the Wheelhouse venue to help boost club revenue to prevent any unnecessary increases
being passed on to our members.

The new incoming committee was elected during the AGM as follows:-

Richard Donaldson (Chairman), John Allan (Vice Chairman), Pierre Westerveld (Club Captain), lan Peinke
(Finance), Ben De Bruyn (Competitions), Rainer Von Schuetz (Marlins Head), Keith Schmidt (Safety),
Nicolaas Kruger (Entertainment), Richard Stone (Projects and Planning) and Trevor Villet (PRO).

We bid farewell to the outgoing committee members and all their positive contributions they made to
the club over the past year.

We consequently welcome Trevor Villet, Richard Stone and Nicolaas Kruger to the committee and look
forward to their input over the next 12 months.
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We encourage members to engage the committee with any suggestion or feedback and this can either

Suggestion Box / Email feedback

be placed in writing in our suggestion box upstairs, our sent via email to denise@pedsac.co.za.

Mass Boat Inspection

The Pedsac annual mass boat inspection will take place on Saturday, 3™ November 2018. We encourage

boat owner to make use of this mass boat inspection day even if their current COF has not quite expired
yet. There is a cost benefit to this as well as helping to streamline our administrative efforts by grouping
all the dates together.

Breakfast and hot dog rolls will be sold by our juniors in aid of the junior
development fund, with coffee and refreshments also being available. Marlins
Head will open earlier that morning for the brave few who prefers a cold beer with

their breakfast rolls.

Junior Development

A junior development day will take place mid October. Our
competitions officer will send information and invites to all our
parents shortly. Our entertainments officer will also be arranging our
annual Tiny Tots Bank Angling competition. More detail will be
relayed as soon as possible.



mailto:denise@pedsac.co.za

Pedsac Oktoberfest

Pedsac will be hosting our own Oktoberfest on Saturday, 13" October starting at 12 noon.

The Yeastern Brewers Club will offer their excellent home brewed beers. Tickets will cost R120,
which includes a free beer glass for sampling the Yeastern Brewers Club’s various offerings.
Marlin’s head pub will also be running some amazing specials, including Brandy and beer bucket
specials.

Food will be available from Off The Hook, including some traditional German fare to mark the
occasion.

Members will be notified as soon as tickets are available.

DELICIoUS
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Jet Ski’s (REMINDER)

After a lengthy negotiation process, our Chairman finally obtained permission early in 2017 for Jet
Ski’s to launch from our club. Captain Brynn Adamson (Port Captain) and Captain Bernard Murphy
(Pilot Master) has attached strict conditions and we urge prospective Jet Ski members not to play
inside the harbour with their machines.

The rules and regulations are available from our club safety officer.

Juan Kruger with the first Jet Ski surveyed at our club




Club Competitions

The annual ECM Ford Species challenge will take place from the 16™-18" November 2018. This year,
we have taken a major step forward in being able to offer a complete boat, motor and trailer as the
main tournament prize, with many other goods and cash prizes for the biggest fish of each of the 10

nominated species caught during this year’s challenge.

We are proud to announce that this multi-species bottom-fish tournament is widely regarded as a
trail blazing example for similar tournaments of this magnitude where all 6 of the red data bottom
species will be measured and released, while allowing the anglers to keep remaining 4 of the less
endangered species for own consumption.

As our continued commitment to conservation and responsible angling, all 10 nominated species for
the 2019 tournament will be mandatory measure and release.

The Port Elizabeth Deep Sea Angling Club is proud to be associated with the Rhodes University
Department of Ichthyology and Fisheries Science, as well as the calibre of sponsors we have that
support our efforts in conservation while offering our anglers a great opportunity to participate in a
top class ground breaking bottom species catch and release angling tournament.

RHODES UNIVERSITY

H/I?ff't’ I{’ﬁd('ﬁ EE’H ™

Any correspondence for additional information can be directed to richard@Imcservices.co.za or

alan.percy@ecmwm.co.za, or contact Richard Donaldson on 0722150038 or Alan Percy on 083 656
9800 or Wayne Gerber on 0740279140 directly.



mailto:richard@lmcservices.co.za
mailto:alan.percy@ecmwm.co.za
https://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiPmLemwLfdAhVFKBoKHZONDMkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhodes_University&psig=AOvVaw0QYm-NZhaCJA75o5I0F5EW&ust=1536911674293274

A step in the right direction for bottom fishing in South Africa

The PEDSAC species challenge fishing competition to be held in PE from the 16th — 18th of
November is breaking conservation boundaries when compared to other bottom fishing
competitions held in South Africa. Of the ten bottom fish species to be targeted during the
competition, seven will mandatory catch-and-release (C & R) species based on their current
conservation status and the concern by anglers relating to their current population sizes. But how do
you release or weigh a fish to count in the competition without killing it?

First of all weighing fish is out, the competition will only work on fish lengths this year so anglers will
be fishing for the longest fish and not necessarily the heaviest fish. Giving the angler the opportunity
to measure their catch on board the boat using specially designed measuring mats, instead of
hanging their catch at the weigh station. This is where modern technology is on our side, almost
everybody these days has a smartphone or digital camera which will be used to take a video of the
measuring and release process, verifying the fish’s length and authenticating the successful release
of the captured fish. Secondly, specific interventions have been introduced to help anglers look after
their catch during the measuring and release process.

Remember when a fish is hooked it starts fighting for its life against the pull of an angler's line then it
is hoisted aboard and can't breathe, additionally the small amount of air inside the fish used for
buoyancy down at the depth at which is lives will rapidly expand when the fish brought up to the
surface, making it hard for that fish to swim back down when released. You could compare this to
you running away fast you can for your own life and then having your head put into a bucket of
water so you can’t breathe, not to mention you being under some discomfort because your stomach
is swollen. So in order to help the fish survive this as best we can, anglers will have buckets on board
the boat to reduce the amount of time fish spend out of the water while the angler gets his
measuring mat and camera ready to record his catch.

Furthermore, anglers will be provided with hypodermic needles

(see: https://youtu.be/1SuvicsxtUM) and downrigger release systems

(see: https://youtu.be/A79xzTDczaU) to help fish get back down to the Algoa Bay reef.

Both these methods have been shown to help fish survive C&R, for example, earlier this year 30 red
roman were collected from Algoa by researchers at Rhodes University from depths as deep as 30 m,
degassed using the hypodermic needles and then transported back to Grahamstown and kept in
seawater tanks. One fish died, and this was likely due to the fish ingesting a hook, amazingly all these
fish were quite happy and even ate within a week of going through this process.

(see: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJ2hedCXiMY) .

This year’s competition run in collaboration with Rhodes University will hopefully set a president on
how bottom fishing competition can be more conservation orientated and educate anglers on how
to correctly handle fish to ensure their survival during the C & R process.
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Super 6 League

Williams Hunt and Isuzu will once again be sponsoring our club Super 6 league. We urge all
members to participate and fish in this awesome competition spread over 6 leagues fished during
the warmer summer months. It is a great comp to introduce our younger anglers to our sport as well.

There are fabulous cash prices for each league up for grabs, as well as the top angler of each league

having the opportunity to drive the latest Isuzu MUX for a 2 week period.

| Williams Hunt [ 1SU2U

MH.JM[N!M tong run

Important dates are as follows:-

28 Sept — 2 Oct 2018
13 October 2018. (Subject to change)
20" October 2018

27 October 2018

3 November 2018
16-18 November 2018
1 December 2018
27-29 December 2018
26 January 2019
20-23 February 2019
2 March 2019

30 March 2019

13 April 2019

27 April 2019

11 May 2019

24-26 May 2019

Knysna All Coastals

R10K Yellow Tail Challenge

Junior Development fishing day

Isuzu Super 6 round 1

Over’s and Unders (Date subject to finalisation)
ECM Ford Species Challenge

Isuzu Super 6 round 2

Christmas Classic

Isuzu Super 6 round 3

SADSAA All Coastal’s hosted by PEDSAC
Isuzu Super 6 round 4

Isuzu Super 6 round 5

Junior Development fishing day

Isuzu Super 6 round 6

Carry Cat Marine 1 day Tuna Derby
Pedsac Tuna Classic
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Fact Snippets

Szvannah

FERNANDINA BEACH, FL. -With countless places to roam and enjoy
the great outdoors, Americans are taking advantage of these
Fernandina opportunities, and as they go, spending significant dollars, too. New
Beach economic reports by Southwick Associates reveal that more than 53
million Americans consider themselves sportsmen, spending over

Dacksonville

$93.5 billion in 2016 on gear, licenses, travel, clothing, gas and

Gainesvile

more.

Sapyright 5 perling's BestPlacas

Fernandina Beach, FL
A series of reports released yesterday by the American Sport fishing Association, National Shooting
Sports Foundation and the Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation show that expenditures made in
2016 for hunting, target shooting and sport fishing gear and services supported 1.6 million jobs and
provided $72 billion in salaries and wages. These monies also generated nearly $20 billion in local,
state and federal taxes. Much of this tax revenue benefits vital conservation and educational
programs that improve our outdoor areas for all who enjoy them and make hunting and shooting
safer activities.

“If hunting, fishing and target shooting were a corporation, it would rank #25 on the Fortune 500,
ahead of Microsoft,” says Rob Southwick, president of Southwick Associates. “While time spent
outside may come across as something to do after the real work day is done, in reality hunting,
fishing and target shooting is a critical industry, generating jobs and income for thousands of
communities across the country.”

Key highlights of the reports include:

e Each year, 35.8 million people 16 years and older take to America’s waters to fish.

e More than 28 million people over 16 years old took to our nation’s forests and gun ranges to
hunt and target shoot in 2016.

e The number of people who participate in sport fishing, hunting and target shooting
represents 16.5 percent of the total U.S. population.

o When factoring in multiplier effects, spending by sportsmen created economic activity in
excess of $220 billion.

e Hunting, fishing and shooting adds $119 billion of overall value to our nation’s gross

domestic product and generates $17.6 billion in federal taxes and $12.2 billion in state and

local taxes.




Pollution threatens recreational fishing sector

SOUTH AFRICA: The extreme pollution in a number of South Africa’s rivers, dams and marine
systems is posing a threat to the country’s R52 billion recreational fishing industry.

Prof Melville Saayman, director of the research focus area Tourism Research in Economic
Environs and Society (TREES) at the North-West University (NWU), in conjunction with several
universities including Rhodes University, the University of Cape Town, the Geographic
Research Institute and the South Africa Institute for Aquatic Biodiversity, recently conducted
research on the economic impact of recreational fishing.

The South African Consolidated Recreational Angling Association and SA Fishing Tackle agents
and distributors also assisted with the research.

According to the study the economic impact of recreational fishing amounts to a whopping
R52 billion annually and over 137 000 jobs depend on the activity in South Africa. “This makes
recreational fishing the most economically significant leisure or recreational activity,” says Prof
Saayman.

Over 1 300 respondents from various fishing disciplines took part in the national survey that
was conducted. It was found that 90 % of the respondents are English speaking men with the
average age of 45 years. A large number of the respondents spend an average of 48 days a
year at the fishing spots across the country, and spend approximately R20 000 annually. The
study found that their favourite species include carp, bass, kabeljou/cob and barbell.

According to Prof Saayman South Africa’s water quality could lead to a number of job losses, if
the matter is not addressed by government. He adds that the water quality has health
implications, because consuming fish that has been in polluted water is not healthy. “Polluted
water also has great implications on the growth of fish,” he adds.

Prof Saayman concludes that local government’s inability to manage the water quality will
have drastic effects on a number of people who live in the rural areas where the fishing takes
place, as they cannot afford to lose their jobs or income.




Club Committee for 2018/19

/- Port Elizabeth
Deep Sea Angling Club

Chairman

Vice-Chairman

Club Captain

Treasurer

Club Manager

Public Relations

Competitions Officer

Entertainment Officer

Projects & Planning

Marlin’s Head

Safety

Richard Donaldson

John Allan

Pierre Westerveld

lan Peinke

Denise van der Merwe

Trevor Villet

Ben de Bruyn

Nicolaas Kruger

Richard Stone

Rainer von Schuetz

Keith Schmidt
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SADSAA TOURNAMEMNT CALEMDAR 2019

MONTH DATE TOURNAMENT YENUE HOST
11th - 15th MAPELAME EILLFIZH INWIT ATIOMAL MAPELAME MEEC
1Tth LADIES D&Y DUREAMN DEEC
20tk - 23 ALL COAITALS BOTTOMFISH INTERPROY FORT ELIZAI PEDSALC
20th - 23rd 2ULULAMND EILLFIEH INTERPROYIMCLAL FICHARDE: E&A” RESEC

MARCH  4th EUPER & ROURND 4 PORT ELIZABE PEDEAC
10ch - 13kh EGDEAA ROZEBOWL FHELLY BEACE 2G0EAA
20th - 24th  LEGENDE MARLIN COMPETITION ET LUCIA ELEBC
2&th -1zt MARLIN CUP S0UTH AFRICA RICHARDE E&° MEEC
23th - 3=t UMKOMAAS 2K BEOAT INTERCLUE LUMNECORAZE UEEC
S0th EUPER & ROURND 5 PORT ELIZABE PEDEAC

APFRIL Sth - Bth wARNADOOME INTERCLUE wWARMADOON WEEC
Gth - Tth COUTA CLAEEIC URLALAZ] UMEEC
12th - 14tk DUREAMN ZKIEQAT CLUE INTERCLUE DUREAMN DEEC
13th - 21zt RICHARDE EAY BOMAMZA FICHARDE E&A” RESEC
26th - 28th DUREAM ZKIEQAT CLUE FEZTIWAL DUREAMN D=EEC
2Tth EUPER & ROURND & PORT ELIZABE PEDEAC
Zdth - Ir FSADEAA GAMEFIZH NATIONALE 5T LUCIA SLEBC

MAT 11th CARRT CAT MARIMNE ONE DAY TUMNA DEREY PORT ELIZABE PEDEAC
11th - 12th EHELLY EEACH INTERCLUE FHELLY BEACE ZEEEC
12th JUNMIORE DAY DUREAMN DEEC
1Teh - 13ch MEEREMZEE GAMEFIEH INTERCLUE RICHARDE: EA° MEEC
1Teh - 13tk MEEREMEEE EOTTORFIEH INTERCLUE RICHARDE E&° MEEC
1Teh - 13ch MEEREMZEE JUNIOR GAMEFIEH INTERCLUE RICHARDE: E&A° MEEC
15th - 13tk PEMMINGTOMN £KI EOAT INTERZOMALE PEMMIMGTON PIEC
Zdth - 26th MAPELAME TROPHY INTERCLUE MAPELAME MMAPELAMNE SEC
24th - 26th PEDEAC TUMNA DEREY PORT ELIZABE PEDEAC
2dth - 26th  ZINEW AL INTERCLUE ZIMAE ' AED cEBC

JUNE 3rd - Tth GUINJAT & BEOMARNZA 2013 GUIRJAT & EGOEAS
Tth - 3th MAPELAME CUDA DEREY MAPELAME MEEC
Sth RICHARDE EAY INTERCLUE FICHARDE E&A” RESEC
15th JUNIOR DEYELOPMEMNT PORT ELIZABE PEDEAC
13th - 22nd  EHELLY EEACH 2EI EOAT FESTIVAL FHELLY BEACE ZEEEC
19tk - 221 GAMEFISZH INTERPROYINCIAL ZINKYAZl  NHDEAA
Zdth - 23 JUNIOR BOTTOMFISH NATIONALS EAST LONDL BEDZAA
2dth - 28 SAILFIEH INTERPROYINCIAL S0DwANA HNGDSAA
23th - 30tk EMNOEK, DEREY ET LUCIA ELEBC

JULT Sth - Tth MEEREMZEE 21 ZPECIEE COMPETITION RICHARDSE EA° MEEC
Sth - Tth MAPELAME JUMIOR INTERCLUE MAPELAME FMAPELAME EEC
Sith RICHARDE EAY INTERCLUE RICHARDE BA” RESEC

AUGUSET 3tk - 1tk GAMEFIZH INTERPROYINCIAL HDSAA
16th - 18x BOTTOMFIZH NATIONALS DURBAN 3B NDIAA

SEPTEMA 21t - 22nd

EORDER DEEF SEA JUMIOR BOTTOMFIEH DEVELD EAST LOMDOMN EDEAA

OCTOBEF 25th - 2Tth

12 x 12 ZPECIES

ET LUCIA ELEBC

NOYEMEER

DECEMEER

INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENTS




RECIPE OF THE MONTH

BAKED HONEY CILANTRO LIME HAKE
IN FOIL

Baked honey cilantro lime Hake in foil is cooked to tender, flaky perfection in just
30 minutes with a flavourful garlic and honey lime glaze.



https://www.lecremedelacrumb.com/baked-honey-cilantro-lime-salmon-in-foil/honey-cilantro-lime-salmon-103/

If you haven’t cooked fish before, this is the perfect place to start. Then again, if
you have been cooking fish for years, this is still perfect for you. It’s as simple and
easy as a recipe could possibly be, yet so, SO incredibly tasty.

All of that flavour comes from a 4 ingredient glaze that will blow your mind.
Seriously, I'm obsessed with this combination of flavors. Melted butter, garlic,
freshly squeezed lime juice, and honey.

That’s IT. Just pour that good stuff over the Hake, wrap it in foil, and bake it to
flaky, tender perfection.

This 30 minute meal will turn any fish skeptics into fish lovers and will win a
permanent spot on your regular menu.

If that’s not enough to
convince you... cleanup is a
breeze! You can use that foil
to wrap up any leftovers for
tomorrow’s lunch, or toss the
whole thing right in the
garbage — no pan scrubbing
required.

This honey cilantro lime Hake
is a busy weeknight cook’s
dream.

BAKED HONEY CILANTRO LIME HAKE IN FOIL

Baked honey cilantro lime salmon in foil is cooked to tender, flaky perfection in
just 30 minutes with a flavorful garlic and honey lime glaze.

INGREDIENTS

1 or more large Hake fillet (see note)

salt and pepper, to taste

1/2 cup butter, melted (see note)

juice of 2 limes (plus one lime, thinly sliced)
4 tablespoons honey

1 tablespoon minced garlic

1/3 cup cilantro, roughly chopped



https://www.lecremedelacrumb.com/baked-honey-cilantro-lime-salmon-in-foil/honey-cilantro-lime-salmon-104-2/

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line and grease a large baking sheet with foil. Lay
Hake on foil and season with salt and pepper on both sides to taste. Slip lime
slices underneath the Hake.

2. Stir together butter, lime juice, honey, and garlic. Pour mixture over Hake. Fold
sides of foil up over the salmon (don't worry if it doesn't cover the Hake
completely).

3. Bake for 15-20 minutes. Switch oven to broil and cook another 5 minutes.
Sprinkle chopped cilantro over the top and serve.

RECIPE NOTES

Don't stress about the size of your Hake fillet. This recipe is very forgiving and
works for one very large Hake, a couple of medium-sized fillets, or even several
small individual fillets.

For an even lighter version, you can cut back the butter to 4 tablespoons instead
of a half cup (8 tablespoons). Keep in mind though that for a very large Hake fillet
like the one | used, 8 tablespoons is not a terribly huge amount when divided
between 4-6 servings.




Club Member, Martin Gierz, fishes for the Proteas

INTERNATIONAL




Ry John Luef

HE air was clecine with excate.
ment on the day the South
African bottomfish team fishing
in the European Federation of
Sea Anglers (EFSA) European Boat
Championships in Iceland was
announced. “Iceland, here we come!”
For team caprain Martin Gierz,
Danicl Hughes, Allen Ford, Rory
Leonard and me, the unbelievable expe-
rience was about 1o become reality
Once the initial excitement was over,
planning and preparations began imme-
diately with internet searches for targes
species, tackle requirements, cond)-
tons, ¢tc. The booking of flights,
accommodation and practice fishing

davs a5 well ay viaa
applications all hap-
pened fzirly quickly.
Friends and family
asked what conditions
we could expect In
Iceland during the kast
week of May and
whether we woukl have
o cut holes in the ke
fish. We laughed. burt
that's probably most peo-
ples impeessson of Gshing
so far north. Iceland is, in
fact, a small coumtry situ-
ated in the North Adantic
Ocean, north of the UK
and not  far  from
Greenland. It measures




about 103 000km* and has 2 population
of just over 336 000 people, Most of
them live in and around the capital
Revkjavik, in the south of Iceland
fceland has numerous fjoeds all around
the country with an abundance of fish
of various species which we would
Jater catch on our toip

The team landed in Reykavik in rel
atively good spirits just after 3pm on
Monday 21 May after four flights and 27
hours of travelling. We collected our
hire vehicle and sct off on the ¢ight
hour drive 1o Sudavik where we had
booked a number of practice fishing
days. The competilion venue was actu
ally in Olafsvik, but due 10 2 shortage of
boats we could pot get more than one
practice day at the competition venue

s0 had to opt for Plan B

What an experience the drive was
Iceland is 2 stunning country charac-
terised by sand, ancient lava fields,
mountains, glaclers and many glacial
river flows with stunning waterlalls,
Alsor, in the so-called Icclandic summer,
the sum shines approximately 22 hours
a day and we arrived al our venue at
2zm i bright sunshine. With a practice
session arranged in 2 few hours’ time.
the eam immediately got busy unpack
ing and catching some shut-cye

Our lirst practice day was a2 huge
eve opener with regind o the weather
conditions we were going 1o have to
contend with, They included 40km/h
wind, rain and a wind chill factor of
about -6 degrees! We were all dressed

warmly, but our hands froze up so badly
that it was extzemely difficult to bai
hooks and impossible to ry 1o the

keots. Our ears were 50 Cold tat the
pain was almost unbeamble. When we
ot off the water our [irst stop was &
local supermarket where we made 5
serious dent in their stocks of thice
woollen beanies and skiing gloves.
Over the next three practice dags
we experienced some awesome fishing
with the entire team landing varioes
rarget species included in the compes
tion, and all of us cawching cod wq}
over 10kg, with the biggest being
around 18kg Cod are extremely 2y
dant in Iecland and are found in lange
schools from within the shallow £
10 deep sea. They are ferocious feed




and would ke almost anvehing pre-
sented 10 them including but not Hmit-
ed 1o baited hooks, feathers, paddle
tails, jigs and gummy macs (hasically a
large twisted hook with a coloured
plasnic coating)

Cod are also the main targets of the
commercial boats which go out for a
few hours a day, one man up and use
multi-hook mechanical winches to
catch large loads of cod, There are
quite 2 number of these boats through-
| ot Icedand, but they are limited to fish-
| ing only 14 days a month and also bave
| total scasonal bag limits
‘ Ancther main arges specics for us
| was coalfish which we also wok on a
| farge variety of haits. They are very
aneressive fighters but are much less

absuhane thian cod, Wolllsh was wwoth
cr of our targets. They are very simikar
to moray ecels but are also fairly abun-
dant in the shallow waters and are par-
gowlar fond of a nice colourful skirt or
beaded hook with a chunk of bait on it

We also caught some [l fish very
similar o sole called long rough dabs
and flounders. These far fish were only
found in very shallow, sandv-bortomed
areas and were extremely fussy, only
taking on very small baited hooks that
were rigged with colourful beads and
Muorescent tubing,

Red fish very smilar o our Jaco
Pever = were caught in deep water up
1o 100 metres on various haited hooks
as well as feathers and luminous beaded
hooks. Haddock seemed 1o ke “ouda-

Above: Iceland sanset af 2am.

Far left: Some good sized cod on the
team’s kst peactice day in Sudavik.
Left: Rory with a wolffish.

typre Duaited shicts and jigs.

Other kess common Larget specics
were Hng, halibue, whiting, tusk megrim
and sculpin

Our three practice days at Sudavik
were most enjoyable, and on the Friday
morning the team left confidently for
the competition venue. We travelled
through a loag mountain twnnel and
then over mountains and glaciers 1o get
to a very small place called Hag, from
there we would take a ferry across a
large fjord to a small town called
Stykkisholmur and then had a short
drive o Olafsvik. The scenery along the
rowie and on the lerry was once again
breath-taking and we stopped a few
times to admire and photograph water-
falls. glackers and mountains. At Hagi




we had an unforgettable experience as
we found a natural hot spring (Hot Poty
right on the rocks at the sea and all bad
a dip in the pool sipping on an e cokl
local beer with SHoW Ciapped moun-
tains a few hundred metres away. When
we eventually got out we literidly froze
Finally we reached Olafsvik, a really
beautiful littde town on the side of a
mountain overlooking the harbour and
sed; it has 2 population of about 200
We had one more practice day
arranged for the Saturday, and that
went off really well, with some nice fish
being caughr All that remained was to
prepare all our traces and tackle, decide
what traces would be used for what
species of fish, and what the best tme
and areas would be to arget these fish
The opening ceremony merch 10Ok
place on the Sunday and was followed
by the opening gaka and final nstruc.
tions o all the anglers. This was an

emotional event as the reality of our sit-
vation finally sank in — we were
marching with our country’s flag and
representing our country at the highest
level The fAnal count was 134 anglers
participating. with 20 tcams from 14
countrics

The final Insteuctions were disap
puointing in that fishing time per day
was cut o five hours and there would
be two shifts per day due to a shortage
of boats. Some of us were on the morn
ing shift from 7am o 12 noon and the
rest on the afternoon shitt lrom 2pm to
7pm. The Tuesday was an absolute
blow out, 50 in the end there would
only be three five-hour fishing sesslons

[he scoring system uscd in the
championships is fair and gives every
one an oequal chance. Anglers are split
up onto various boats and for thae day
vou only compete against the other
anglers on your boat. Points are awand-

ed for the ficst ten fish of cach species
caughe by each angler, with the rarer

species carning higher points. Bonus
points arc awarded for each species
caughie

At the end of the day the points arc
tallicd up and the angler with the most
points on the boat cams 1005 All the
other anglers then ciun a percentage
proportional to their points compared
1o the boat winner's points. At the end
of the ournament, Your percentages
are added up and that determines the
individual results. All team anglers
points are then added up after discand
ing the worst score each day, giving us
the team results

Needless to say, the competition
was tough, extremely competitive and
also very close, in that one fish here or
there made a hoge impact on your final
scope and the eventudl (eam scores,

e competition flew by with our




Chilling with a cold one in the hol pot.

Maetint with a ndce cod
camght on light tackle,

team having very little time to relax.
because respooling of line and tackle
and trace preparation took up huge
amounts of time, The SA team was the
only team that vsed the traditional
South African deep sea Scarborough
reels which we were comfortable with
By the end of the competition 2 Lot of
our opposition wanted o buy what
they called our “large fly reels”™.

Our team eventually finished a
respectable 11th out of the 20 teams,
beating some of the more experienced
teams. This result was dissippointing [or
us as we'd had much higher expecta-
tons, but unfortunately it wasn't 10 be
As one of our team members put it It
is what it 81" Norway A, Scotland A and
Germany took the top three spots
respectively.

The competition was finally over
Our team had fished seven of the st
nine days but we hadn't yet had enough
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and tried o book a charter on our last
day before the prize giving ceremony!
Sadly all the skippers were tired and
ll‘hhl‘d TO ACOOmIH wlare s, so Il’l.’-lt’:ld
we enjoved a day off 10 do some shog»
pang for souvenirs, The kocal currency
\s Teelandic krone and the exchange
rate was eight Krone to the rand

Team SA braving 5°C.

Everything ta Iceland is extremely
expensive by South African standards; a
loaf of beead costs abont R40, & 500wl
hottle of still water R45, and a beer
RI100O. Eating out was almost unafford-
able as we found ous at a pizza restan-
rant one evening where pizzas were on
special at around R450 for 3 medium
one! On our Anal evening we decided
to visit the bowtde store to luve 2 welk
carned drink, only 1o find that a boete
of Spiced Gold was priced at around
R1 000, One of our tcam members
quickly announced that it was still 2
bargain, so we bought it

Our experience of a lifetime was
finally over as we headed to the airpos
the next day, once again enjoying the
beantiful scenery on the way and know
ing we all had fantstae memories
cherish for the rest of our lives, Would
we ever visit Icekind again? Absolutch
without hesitation! &




